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‘ Soviet Peologic regiomal studies have been very numerous since World Wer 1I.
This activity has aimed at the development of heavy industry and especially 25X1
at the preparation of 2 mineral basis for that industry. Surveys of

§eologic structure and useful minerals have been conducted in the old

ndustrial regions of the Donets Basin, Krivoi Rog, and the Second Baku

011 Fields, the old Baku 0i1 Fields, the North Caucasus, the Ural Mountains,

the Kugznetsk Basin, and Pre-Baikalia (the area west of Lake Baikal). :

In addition, the USSR has sent geologic expeditions into the Asiatic

USSR, especially into North Siberia, Fast Siberia, the Middle Asiatic

regions, and the Far Eagt. In these enormous areas, hundreds of geologic

and industrial regearch parties made up of geodesists, engineers, '
technicians, etc. are engaged in preparing the way for exploitation of

mineral resources.

2.  The Soviets arg exploring for oil fields in the Chatanga /Khatange
71 58N-102 30E/ reglon of the Lena River Basin, and have discovered
new oll fields in the Yakutsk region. Geologle research has been organ-
ized in_the Kamchatka and Chukotski Peninsulas and in North Sakhalin.
Searches are being conducted fop gas ,fieldgm}p the Pre-Urals (West of
the Urals) and in the Saratov /(51 34N=46 O d
River; for metallic minerals in Middle Asia, Pre-Baikelia, and BRast
Siberia (the Cherski Mountains, and the Aldan and Kolyma districte); -
and for uranium minerals in Pre-Baikalia, near M@golia in the Buryat-
Mongolekaya ASSR, and in the Kola /68 52N-33 OOE/ distriet of the Ukraine.
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The uranium search in the Buryat-Mongolskaya ASSR bas been conducted
under the guise of studying fossil animals (see the Paleontological
Report, Efremov, in the Journal Priroda, 1953). Special attention is
being directed towards the search for titenium minerals in bauxite, and
in products; of the weathering of crystallic rocks. There are many
research parties seeking rare metals in the Aslatic part of the USSR.

The plan of the Soviet Academy of Sclences in Moscow directs studies of
geographic conditions and geologlc resources in all countries bordering
on the USSR, especially the Asiatic countries. The European Satellites
heve come in for some attention, toc. The Soviets have been interested
in iron and zinc ore deposits in Polend, oil field research in Rumsnia,
end special urenium ore research in Poland (Lower Silesia) and East
Germany (Aue, Saxony 50 35K-12 42 E). All Polish geologlc, geographic
end. other sclentific literature must have résumés or abstracts in Russian

to relieve Soviet scientists of the necessity of reading forelgn literature.

The Soviets are greatly interested in foreign geologic literature and it
is interesting to note thet Academiclen Professor AE Fersman, the most
famous Soviet mineralogist, was the one who in 1944 prepared the speclal

nonograph, "The Mineral Resources of the USA." In the Bolshays Sovietskaya

Encyclopedie, 1952, 1953, there is exact date concerning the mineral
resources and production of &
(uranivm production in 1950) and the United States. Speclal geographlc
Journals heve published expct, descriptions of Algeria es a result of:
Soviet. attendance at the Internationel Geologicel Congress ln 19524, . .
The Journel-Vokroug Svieta for 1952-1953 glves numerous descriptlops . ..
of Americen countries.. K : . .
A;ép{q;ﬂg,tp”tﬁe_ Academy of Sciences in Mogcoy, the most recent and
{mportant theme in connectlon with exploration for oil and gas deposits
is the study of the conditions of formetion and origin of such deposits.
Most attentlon in the theoretical and practical.aspects of the work 18 .. .
directed to,_the Ukraine (the Dnieper-Donets Basin-possible oil bearing

shele}, the 24 Baku oil fields, the North Siberien district, and

- Nprth Sakhalinm. - Soviet- geologists are exploring -the Middle Volge ‘region

for oil’ ghale depositg end research in the complex. exploitation of odd. L:

shales is being conducted in Estonian deposits.' In additlon, paleopto-
logic research-conecerning, micro~fauna in oil bearing strete 1s belung..
performed, New developments in this field include geophysical seismic:

research methods, and. the study of oll structures such as salt_domess . .:iiis

New deposits of ol end gas bave been ‘discovered. in the Cagplan apd.Azov

Se\ias—a-s‘secg.q.tqa.s with .mud. velesnogs. The presence of these wmud: yolganoes

1s congidered:by the Soviets to, be & positive indication. of. khe, presence
of oil. The volcances gre found. pn the, Apsheron. Peninsula.end. jn the
Kertsch Novorossisk region: . - v ; cona B TR

Ty
Amother ‘;@g@z@@gprés‘eﬁrch project concerns the westhering of old
physical structures such as the Ural Mounteins. S5 Smirnov and
Savaritskyl bewe written about this-in conmnection with the possibillty
of discovering new deposits of nilckel,. cobalt, beryllium, snd rarve.
elemembe, .. 5 = 2. 5 o« oL S B ST
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S‘t}ud}ff of the geology of the sea has. been -publlcized by the textbeok; .
Geology of the Sea, MV Klenova, Moscow, 1948, ard by Senkovitch's
Zenkevitch, L.A.3/ Dymemics end Morphology of the Sea Coasts, Moscow,
To46. Sovigt geologlsts heye & new directive to study the -sediments
of the sea. bettom; beach exosion, and: submarine. pountain rangess -
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8. The prd%lems of glaciology, glaciers, and ice structure are discussed by
SV Kolesnik;: -Generel Glaciology, Lenlngrad, 1939 end 1949.. The :question
of permafrost, (merslota vechnayla) in connechion fith transportetion and
railroad building 'in North:Siberia s trested.hy M Sumgin, Merslotovedenyle,
Moscow,. Lou8. . Lo SR I

9. Gectectonic reseanch is a regent area of study of -the Moscow Academy of
Sclence. VV Beloousov's Gemersl Geotectonic, Moscow, 1948, concerns his
radioimmi gration thebry. .- Tals expleins the origin ‘of mountains as & result
of thermgl: energy. created by the ‘disintegration of radleactive substemces
within the earth's: crust. .An earkigr work'ls MM Tetiaev's The Prineiple
of Geotectonic, Moscow; 19hl. : SR B
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